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Dear Parents and Students,        December 1, 2025 
 
 

   This is the 22nd season of our Memorial Scholarship program for our students, ages 5 through 18, 
enrolled in our annual session.  This program was developed to offer students opportunities through 
financial assistance and to encourage them through recognition of their efforts.  
 

 Our scholarships are offered in memory of students who were an important part of the studio yet 
were taken from us too soon.  Some were with us just a few short seasons; others spent the majority of 
their childhood here. From their smiles that warmed our hearts to their spirits that touched us all, each is 
truly missed.  We are honored to grant scholarships in memory of Ashleigh Bruner, Shayleen Crites, Shay 
Dixon, Jacquline Egolf, Kurt Engler, Emma Martin, Lori Rigsby, Madison Shipley, Payton Slaymaker, and 
Melissa Eigenberg Vogt.   

 Our scholarships are also in honor of Cindy Crane.  Cindy was not only a "dance-mom" she was a 
friend and supporter who is greatly missed.  She gladly offered her time and heart to everyone.  From the 
backstage halls of recitals and rehearsals to the troupe trips and competitions, her passion for dance, the 
arts, and life inspired us all.  This scholarship was established to encourage dancers who share the same 
passion for the art. 
 

 Each scholarship will cover $500 toward classes for the annual season of September 2026 to May 
2027. Applicants will be divided into the four age categories of 5-7, 8-10, 11-13, and 14-18, with an 
applicant's age determined as of January 16, 2026.  One recipient will be selected from each age 
category.  Scholarship recipients will be posted on the bulletin board by Monday, March 9, and recognized 
in our 2026 recital program.  Application details are listed below. 
 

Deadline: Friday, January 16, 2026, 10 pm. No exceptions will be made for late applicants.   
    

Application Requirements:  
 
Complete the online application by scanning the QR code below. 
 
•  Two letters of reference will need to be attached to the application.  These letters should be in a Word 
document or PDF.  Please note, DCSD staff are not eligible to write a letter of recommendation.  We 
suggest asking your child’s teacher, family members, friends, or a school counselor.   
 
•  To provide opportunities for everyone, students who received a DCSD memorial scholarship for the 
2025-2026 dance season will not be eligible for a scholarship for the 2026-2027 season. 
 
•  Record a short video of your child answering the applicable questions below.  Please have them speak 
loudly so all of their words can be heard clearly. 
     ○ Ages 5 to 10 – “What is your favorite part of dance class and why? 
     ○ Ages 11 to 18 – Option 1: “What aspect of your dance experience has challenged you the most and in  

what ways have you worked to overcome that challenge?” 
 Option 2: “What qualities, beyond talent, make you a great dancer?” 
 
Selection Criteria:   Reports will be selected based on content and adherence to the 
guidelines. 
  

We encourage each of you to take advantage of this opportunity!  Please let us know 
if you have any questions. 
 
Miss Deb and Staff 
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